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a thesis for me
A thesis is original.
A thesis for me is the process of finding my hidden
voice toward society and making it stands in my own
language. Not saying the first or second language I
speak, but the unique language that I have created
after years of learning and experiences in both the
Architecture field and across the other disciplines.
A thesis then introduces it to the world.
A thesis is living in the present, it reveals the
current stage of my perception of big concerns towards
the world-scale phenomenon and my focus towards how
it relates to the individuals like me or who I might
know.
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this thesis
As we were restricted to stay in our own homes due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the spaces where we once spent a few
waking hours now encapsulate most of our existence. Our
relationship with dwelling and the community has unconsciously
changed as a result.
My thesis considers the life of the elderly during the pandemic
within the dwelling and community as experienced in an aging
neighborhood located in Beijing, China.
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Photo of the Aging Neighborhood
5

ARCHITECTURE OF
AGEING CARE
AGES,
LIVING,
COMMUNITY

background
According to the United Nations, the global population
is aging. The number and proportion of elderly are
increasing in every country in the world. Population aging
has the potential to be one of the most important social
trends of the 21st century, affecting almost all social
sectors, including labor and financial markets, demand
for goods and services, such as housing, transportation,
social security, family structures, and intergenerational
relationships. The U.S. Census Bureau released a report
“An Aging World: 2015” on March 28, 2016. The report
forecasts that by 2050, the share of the world’s population
aged 65 and over will more than double, and the number
will more than 2.5 times what it is today. Two years later,
collected data from World Population Prospects: the 2019
Revision, “In 2018, for the first time in history, persons
aged 65 or above outnumbered children under five years
of age globally. By 2050, one in six people in the world
will be over, age 65 (16%), up from one in 11 in 2019
(9%).”
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As the most populous country in the world, China is
facing various social problems, among which the elderly
care service is the top priority. With the change of family
structure in our country, the family type is more toward
miniaturization. The family structure represented by
“4-2-1” has gradually become the mainstream of society.
In some developed coastal cities, more DINK families
were formed due to the increase of various pressures.
According to the White Paper on Beijing’s Aging Career
Development and Pension System Construction(2017),
Beijing, as the first-tier city with an aging population
ranking second in the country, has an elderly population
that accounts for nearly a quarter of the total population
at the end of 2017. The current traditional family pension
model no longer meets the needs of the current social
development. Since the young and middle-aged people
are putting more energy into social development and
construction, eldercare needs support from society.
As empty-nesters, elder living alone, and other social
phenomena become more obvious, community eldercare
has gradually developed along with the needs. This aging
care model is poised to reduce the social pressure of
the country and promote the development of the entire
national economy.
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a site for me
A site is not unique.
To further define how a site might impact my design, a site for me
is not unique.
Sites have empathy with each other; it also develops empathy
with the inhabitants and users passing by.
A site does not exist if there is no story behind it or if there is no
specific need for it. It can inspire us thinking but also limit our
design.
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Museum of Lost Volumes by NEMESTUDIO (2015)
9

ARCHITECTURE OF
AGEING CARE
AGES,
LIVING,
COMMUNITY

eve huining guo - rhode island school of design - masters of architecture thesis 2020

The site is surrounded by many
other aging neighborhoods that
are sharing many similarities. The
area is known for its convenience
to schools, hospitals, and parks.
Mapping of the Site
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The exploration mapping on the right page
captures some common issues happening in
all the nearby aging neighborhoods during
the time. Including Waste Green&Public
Space due to lack of use and maintenance,
the poor management of parking blocks the
public gathering areas, and etc...
Mapping of the Visting Experience after COVID
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When it comes to the study of the
elderly population, who is one of the
most vulnerable populations during
the COVID‐19 pandemic. Loneliness
and Isolation as a result of quarantine
had harmful mental health issues. The
elderly were protected by avoiding
direct social contact but the isolation
limit their access to green, homecare
and assistant. It also causes Lack of
company, family separation.
After interviewing the local residents,
the results came out that there
numerous conditions that make the
elderly feel isolated.
Isolated Moments during COVID
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The diagram on the right page
maps out all the Rooms of Isolation
concluded from interview, research
and study.
When the boundary of Iinside &
Outside is removed, the rooms are
not only the interior spaces but
also the community and city.
The rooms of isolation questions
the exterior condition,
What is outside of the rooms?
What is producing the rooms?
Rooms of Isolation - Before&After COVID
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These questions formed my idea of the
puzzle. Seeing the image of the overall
puzzle as the field of the exterior, my
thesis seeks to reshuffle the pieces and
create variations of adjacency that are
necessary to create supportive spaces,
which include the space of
communication, space of healing,
space of courage, space of protection,
space of harmony, space of
awareness, space of trust, ans space
of contemplation. How they can be
joint?
My thesis aims to remove the isolation
of the elderly and seeks a new field of
aging care through various scales of
architectural innovation.
Conceptual Design Method

19

AGES,
LIVING,

Four programs that are often far the elderly population.

COMMUNITY

+
Four isolated moments of the elders.

eve huining guo - rhode island school of design - masters of architecture thesis 2020

In the first round of design study, I
picked four programs that are
often far the elderly population.
And four isolated moments of the
elders.
Mapping of the Programs
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Putting the pieces together aim to
create a space of communication,
healing, and courage.
Section Collage
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This design methodology creates
a sectional field of elder care
through putting together different
programs. It captures the
weekend life of the different
generations.
My thesis explores the spatial
relationships between different
combinations of the elder’s
isolated moments and the other
existing exclusionary programs,
the combination lives in different
scales, from rooms, to programs,
and to the building.
Section Design
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To further develop my thesis
project within the puzzle idea, I
mapped out the daily life of
different generations, the adults,
the kids, and the elders.
Timeline Mapping
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The main program pieces that I
collected from this study are the
office, kindergarten, eldercare
center, marketplace, and
restaurant. Walkways, stairs, and
elevators are used to formulate the
circulation between spaces.
Mapping of the Programs
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I started by breaking up the
pieces and rearranging them.
Giving the pieces 3 dimensionality
promotes me to think about the
overlapping of the spaces and the
interlocking of the programs.
The ground level is not only
including office, eldercare,
kindergarten, but also holds the
integrated area which is consist of
marketplace, restaurant, grocery
and swimming pool.
On the second floor, while the
programs are interweaving, the
walkway is then introduced to
leading people throughout the
space, and connecting to the
green rooftop.
Collage and Plan

31

AGES,
LIVING,
COMMUNITY

eve huining guo - rhode island school of design - masters of architecture thesis 2020

The third and fourth level gives
people access to the other rooftop
areas and walkways.
Collage and Plan
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The diagrams are showing how
spaces with different uses are
connecting to the others, and how
different facade designs are
assigned according to the use.
Use and Facade Diagrams
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The axon diagram captures the
facade designs and the outdoor
activities. As we can see in the
diagram, the rooftop areas are
allowing inclusive moments to
happen.
Exterior Axon Diagram
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The section drawing is cutting
through the walkways. It allows us
to see the activities happening
both in the interior and exterior.
Walkway Section

39

AGES,
LIVING,
COMMUNITY

eve huining guo - rhode island school of design - masters of architecture thesis 2020

The first rendering records the
moment on one of the rooftops
area; when different groups of
people meet; seeing the young
adults joined the elder for playing
chess along the walkway; a couple
walking their dog; kids playing
around.
Rooftop Area
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The second redenring captures a
view in the marketplace. See the
elders are enjoying the moments
and kids are entertaining,
Marketplace
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The last rendering shows the
green roof on the other side.
Seeing people are relaxing.
Rooftop Area
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thank your for your time

More works are continuing...
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